
Research Focus 

 

My research and published works have been mainly in the area of historical archaeology 

environmental, heritage and community archaeology studies  

(a) Historical Archaeology 

The main thrust of my research and publications have been historical archaeology. In this regard 

studies carried out in North Central Yorubaland, homeland of Igbomina Yoruba speaking 

peoples have among other things: 

 

i. Identified and highlighted the various aspects of cultural development of archaeological 

materials in the area. 

 

ii. Attempted a pioneering effort at integrating historical and archaeological data for the 

understanding of ancient cultural development in North Central Yorubaland. The main focus 

here is an historical reconstruction into the early cultural development of parts of North Central 

Yorubaland making use of written records, oral data, toponymy, ethnographic and archaeological 

data. Brought into focus is the concept of intergroup relations among the Northern Yoruba 

groups and their neighbours, most especially the Nupe.  Further insights into the processes of 

socio-political development, the dynamics of changes and the different web of interactions on the 

Yoruba northern frontier prior to the 18th century were also provided. . 

 

iii. Attempted a reconstruction of some aspects of the people’s cultural repertoire as a means 

of shedding light on, updating our knowledge and having a better understanding of early cultural 

manifestations in Northern Yorubaland, most especially in terms of early metallurgy, pottery 

traditions and archaeological traditional architecture and building technology 

 

(b) Environmental studies were carried out in parts of North Central Yorubaland which have 

yielded data about the environmental setting of the area. The biotic and abiotic components of 

the environment of the area are highlighted. The studies also attempt to demonstrate that climatic 

elements and human activities have led to vegetation change in some parts of present-day 

savanna woodland ecological zone of Nigeria. Furthermore, palynological analysis revealed the 

occurrence of exotic ornamentals, probably the first botanical evidence of such plants from an 

archaeological site in Nigeria. It is surmised that a better understanding of these environmental 

components would go a long way in contributing to a better understanding of the early history, 

cultural development and palaeoenvironmental conditions in the area. 

 

(c) Heritage and Community Archaeology 

  

Heritage and Community archaeological studies were carried out in different parts of 

southwestern and north central Nigeria. The studies involved local and international 

collaboration. The need to carry along communities and other stakeholders in the proper 

documentation and preservation of items of cultural and natural heritage were highlighted.  


